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“If the poor boy
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Dear Reader
Namaskar and greetings!

The year 2012 is year of great historic, and cultural significance. It is the year of 150" Birth
anniversary of Swami Vivekanand and 1217 Birth Anniversary of Dr. Baba Saheb
Ambedkar. Our respectful tribute to both these great visionaries, who contributed
immensely in the making of a modem and progressive Bhaarat.

Since my last message to you through this News Letter "Gyanganga”, our University has
moved forward in multiple ways onto the path of realizing the objectives envisioned by both
Swami Vivekanand and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. i would like to highlight just three of
these here.

First:

The following pages in this News Letter provide a glimpse of the response to the launch of
“Kamdhenu™ world's most advanced Classroom on Wheels. Shri Narendra Modi, Hon.
Chief Minister of Gujarat State dedicated three [CT-enabled Mobile Classrooms to the
nation. Itis a historic step forward and a first-of-its-kind initiative by any state-funded Open
University in the world. Please spare a few minutes glancing through the responses that the
“Kamdhenu” received from IT professionals, academics, and students from across the
world, who had gathered at the Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, at the launch of the
“Kamdhenu” during the e-INDIA event in December 2011.

Second:

The UNESCO-funded OER University, an international open University of a unique kind
invited our University to be a founder-anchor member of the new University now taking
shape. We have accepted the invitation with an overwhelming approval of the Board of
Management, and feel proud to be the first and only state open University in India to have
such a distinguished honour.  Currently, our Certificate Course in Computer Concepis
r{CCC ). a globally competitive revitalized I'T-literacy Course for the beginners, is nominated
“as one of the prototype courses for the OER University. Again, a rare distinction for state
open University in entire India! The details are available on wikieducator site at
<http://wikieducator.org/OER_university/

Planning/OERu_2012 Prototype_nominations=

Third:

Iam happy to report that the construction of our Campus, our home so to speak is in full
swing. I feel quite confident that finally the year 2012 shall see us in our home, in our own
Campus, for the first time since our inception in 1994! Thanks to the team work of so many
individuals, organizations and most importantly the Government of Gujarat.

Our Umversity secks your guidance and creative suggestions for further improvement.
Please feel free to share vour ideas.

~manoj soni
Vice-Chancellor
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I know adozen of Indian States and an equal number
of Countries who are planning this programme for
vears  but you have done it! Congratulations and
great work!!!
- Manish a Sharma, Vice-President, Asia Pacific,
Neomputing,

. 1 liked this concept very much. If you want to

promote such a concept across India. and
preferably the backward area of Maharashira, [will
promote this initiative to educational NGOs and
entreprensurs.

- Khemchandra Birhade, Vice-President, Business
Development, MNeurosynaptic Communications
Pvi. Ltd

. 1 like this idea for education, there are not facilities

are not available class room in wheels. It's good and
nice in rural and backward areas.
- V. D. Patel, Ahmedabad.

. Very lovely project should be in other states too

other than Gujarat.

- Sushil Kumar, MTSS (ES-IV), Software Technology
Parks of India, (An Autonomous Soclety under
Govt. of India,

. | am happy to hear about this, great effort and very

imnovative. It will be a pleasure to associate with
this. All the Best.

- Sanjeev Gupta, Senior Vice-President, Corporate
& Public Policy Affuirs, accenture,

A great concept to bring Computer Teaching to rural
areas. We www.attendbyvideo.com can |
___ 5o that other 1eaching can be extended through
our online platform,

= Sunil Gupta, CEQ, AttendByVideo, INDIA

. Well planned. It should be reached to the reguired

person inright way. In order to reach the same to the
right person you may advertise in all required
through proper media. All like leaming computer.
So my request is that vou may properly advertise to
reach toall required.

- Sarala Parthararthy, STPL, Gandhinagar.




B. This facility is very appreciating it in particular rural
and remote area student as well as people
and very most future appreciation.

- Ajay Patel

pod infrastructure.
opal . Khambhala, Bharat Zala, Jagdish, Vijay, Patel
nish { Studenis)

ccmc:-p: of Mobile Learning in ruraltown India
good for my country and need more
sion of this desire and resources like your
il van, [t needs follow-up after one completion
rse/feedback and get response of my after 27
Keep it up. For then all rural people who are
kward and other is pan advance in our

ey, Make it have very fair.
uhan, At Dhanurala, Ta. Bavila , Dist. Ahmedabad,

ired that clags will be starts in our area,

¢ inform me about the class.
itsinh ( Bavia), Dist. Ahmedabad.

ery noteworthy idea to disseminate familiarity
1 ICTs and bridge the digital divide. All the

il

it Shetty, Commonwealth

communication Organization, London,

innovative concept for villagers and

located at rural area to create awareness
modern technology and to merge with

rmodern life style. Nice 1o visit this Van,

henu is a very good and useful step to

cate Indian in masses. [ am very much

ul to Kamdhenu service providers.
‘Anjali, Ahmedabad.
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The Bhagavad Gita for the Present Generation 2
Gierhil Hardeepsinh R

A petition filed by a prosecutor in the Siberian city of Tomsk (Russia) fomenied tension
between world's two of the most powerful nations, The petition argued that the Russian translation
f*Bhagavad Gita As it is” Promotes “Social Discord”™ and hatred toward non-believers. The court
nd the argument flimsy and far from the reality and finally turned down the petition at the end of
Yyear.
The incident makes one remember of the year 1835 when Thomas Babington Macaulay
laimed his Minute on Education and self boastingly confessed his ignorance unknowingly as,

* [ have no knowledge of either Sanskrit or Arabic but | have done what [ could to form a
testimate of their value. "

Whereas people who have endeavored to apprehend the message of Gita with their seer
tion find it as one of the quintessence of experience culled from the existence humanity as,

though the dialogue is rather short and does not exceed 700 verses, it is engaged with
t matters of the highest theological and philosophical order; afs such, il concerns everyone
who faces human existence, namely each and every human being. *'1

Glaring message about the 'Yoga of dejection’ is followed by the “Yoga of Analysis or
mnation. Lord Krishna bestows the yoga which enables us to calculate and discriminate the
it vas or entities, Sri Krishna tries to enthuse grief stricken Arjun by revealing the real entity of
oul, the duty of Kshatriya, the real purpose behind Knowing Vedas and quality of being
ipoisc as an awakened entity.

In the age where miscellaneous knowledge is available on people's finger tips through the
pediums of internet and wify- highly- advanced handsets it becomes necessary to segregate
¢ knowledge from abominable one. The second chapter of Bhagavad Gita illuminates the
meimmemorial to discriminates the erroneous knowledge from essential knowledge.

In the fist chapter Sri Krishna reveals the ultimate way to transcend the relationships
n friends and foes. Sri Krishna suggests the unique association of truth for ultimate
ment of life, Whereas in the second chapter He reveals the importance of an action without
ation on finding that Arjun has lost his composure due to miserly weakness, Sri Krishna
iim to desert such moumning. According to Him the wise does not lament for living or for the
He explains the eternity of an existence and reveals the imperishable quality of the soul which
sorn, eternal, ever existing unbreakable and primeval as,
i fomis anfor & 2z2fq e |

A 94 FErEE=al A Arafq e 13
soul can never be cut to pieces by any weapon or burned by fire nor moistened by water, nor

=d by the wind.)

Furthermore He compares body with apparel for the soul. If Arjun is lamenting for the death
e particular body of a particular person it is not befitting to the stature of the wise person like

aken birth the death is inevitable for him. Similarly, who dies get birth for sure. It constantly ravels
form the manifest to non-manifest world. Therefore the grief for somebody's death is implausible

1, Theodor, lihamar, Exploring the Bhagavad Ciita: Philesophy struciure and Meaning. Ashgare Publishing
Group, Farham, Surrey, GBR., 72010,
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for Arjun. And finally who 15 not moved by the ebbs and tides of emotions transcends the ocean of
orldly desire, despairs and ultimately finds oneself liberated from all the bondages, Therefore no soul
going to be slain and nobody can slay it

One the other hand, as being a Kshatriva [(kasr=to hurt + fravate= 1o give protection) = One
ves protection from harm)] it is Arjun's duty to fight for religious principles. That is to protect
and harmless people from the dangerous and harmful elements of the world. Therefore such
nity, to fight for one's religion opens the doors ofheaven for him. If his worldly body gets killed
tlefield his soul will find a place in heaven and if he wins here he is going to rule his worldly
erefore as being resolute minded person he should be determined to fight for the sake of
pss. 17 he becomes desirous or bewildered his vision would be of many branched one and
ead him to mentally muddled state. Such state has to be transcended by the real knowledge
nile enuty There are two ways to realize it. One through the proper study of Vedas and the
pugh self-realization. It is Comparable to the well in comparison of the vast water reservoir.
vell is small in size but it fulfills the entire essential requirement. Sometime it exceeds the
can by quenching the thirst of humanity, Likewise the person who has realized his true
erform even the exceptional acts. In the same way most learned would fail to realize the

of such acts. The examples of Anna Hazare, Steve Jobs, Bill Gates and L. N. Mittal,
hese people could become what they are on the basis of very modest background whereas
thiOxbridge degrees fail to reach even half of their eminence.

e of the most important messages of the chapter as well as of the entire Bhagavad Gita is to
one's duty equipoise. Sri Krishna prescribes Arjun that one has to perform one's duty without

ion behind it If one performs keeping the end of one's action in the mind he will not be able
ract with single-mindedness. This duality of focus leads the action to failure The 47" sloka

relarifies itas.
FHUGATGF O AT AT FAA |

T FHEATHAT A AFSFHATT 1 vl
right to perform vour prescribe duty, but you are not entitled to the fruiis of action.
er yourself the cause of the result of your acuwllc:s. and never be attached to not doing
your duty)!
ening this Arjun out of his inquisitiveness asks about manifestations of a one whose
has been merged with the ultimate entity. In response to that Sri Krishna first of all asks

ne's senses. The reason is if the senses are wanton one cannot realize the benevolence of
i:h is thc reason that people in the contemporary metro life prefer to meditation while

uch path the person who has subjugated sensory pleasure the doors to divine would be

open for him. He would be purged from the good as well as bad eclements of the world
ely learn the yoga which is the vital art behind all kinds of work. He would become self-
fied and self-sustained one. These are the qualities to get freedom from the worldly
s freedom leads to incomparable blessedness. The Life of Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson
examples of such state of blessedness. For such enlightened people the worldly night is

Thus by exposing the real entity of the soul, the conscientious character of the Kshatriva, The
of knowing Fedas or performing ones duty Sri Krishna provides luminous discriminative
Arjun and to the time immemorial. The rejection of the petition in Tomsk (Russia) once more
iteven after centuries .

1. A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Bhagavad-Gita As ft Is, The
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, Mumbai, 1986,
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